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Some people 
with HIV have 
difficulty taking 
treatment every 
day because of 
at least the 
following issues:

difficulty swallowing pills

difficulty taking pills every day (and 
worried about missing a dose)

difficulty storing pills (particularly if 
homeless)

daily pill-taking is an unwelcome 
reminder of HIV

inadvertent disclosure if someone sees 
their medicines



The HIV treatment pipeline is actively exploring new, 
long-acting antiretroviral therapies (ART) and potential 
HIV cures, with a focus on reducing the frequency of 
drug administration. Key areas of development 
include long-acting injectables, oral therapies with 
reduced dosing schedules, and novel combinations of 
existing and new drugs. This research aims to improve 
patient adherence, convenience, and overall treatment 
outcomes.
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• Key Areas of Innovation:

• Long-Acting Injectables:

• Companies are developing long-acting injectables, such as lenacapavir, that can 
be administered less frequently, potentially every six months, for both treatment 
and prevention.

• Reduced Dosing Oral Therapies:

• Research is focused on developing oral medications with less frequent dosing 
requirements, including once-weekly and once-monthly options.

• Novel Drug Combinations:

• There's a push to combine existing and new drugs, including integrase 
inhibitors, broadly neutralizing antibodies, and capsid inhibitors, to achieve more 
effective and durable suppression of the virus.

• Pro-drugs:

• Pro-drugs, which are precursors to active drugs, are being explored to improve 
oral bioavailability and allow for lower doses and smaller pills.

• Potential Cure Strategies:

• While a cure is not yet available, research continues to explore strategies like 
gene editing, broadly neutralizing antibodies, and immunotherapies,





• Examples of Drugs in Development:

• Lenacapavir: A long-acting injectable which inhibits the HIV-1 
capsid is being developed by Gilead Sciences for both treatment 
(Monthly) and prevention (6 Monthly).

• Islatravir: An investigational oral nucleoside reverse transcriptase 
translocation inhibitor (NRTTI) being studied in combination with 
lenacapavir.

• GS-1720: A once-weekly integrase inhibitor being studied by 
Gilead.

• GS-4182: A lenacapavir pro-drug being studied by Gilead.

• GS-1219 and GS-3242: Long-acting injectable integrase 
inhibitors being explored by Gilead as potential partners for 
lenacapavir.

• MK 8527 – a once monthly oral NNRTTI for prevention by MSD
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https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&sca_esv=a4444ddbaea57919&sxsrf=AE3TifOTH59QnPNN2LVqDl1KsmxAy1REvg%3A1754020081665&q=GS-1219+and+GS-3242&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjn7vr-2eiOAxVY3TgGHQyoD50QxccNegQIOxAB&mstk=AUtExfC3QhACBczqmtOP3bdL5dtdbGkgSVf9cJEQZD7xLpj_yV4op0Rzh05AzGxJO2nEsMZpDzwC1ADwx26ED7omtB-QQ6UdxhiMr8kLboBabxJVa8LLabNV1benD93jX6IFPjwdPbZ7wOmwq0_j6GyT21sjyWSnxe3LmWfHPurAKOElJc5JNR0I7U9iWGuWHPvC83S1zLk-D5pMoUdW_SVBOG-llnJ3umhqKQ8Ge8jo5I92wzy9EfzpRokRfklsMIdQ6RazEO6i6jYoSEHYHtQruCtE&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&sca_esv=a4444ddbaea57919&sxsrf=AE3TifOTH59QnPNN2LVqDl1KsmxAy1REvg%3A1754020081665&q=GS-1219+and+GS-3242&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjn7vr-2eiOAxVY3TgGHQyoD50QxccNegQIOxAB&mstk=AUtExfC3QhACBczqmtOP3bdL5dtdbGkgSVf9cJEQZD7xLpj_yV4op0Rzh05AzGxJO2nEsMZpDzwC1ADwx26ED7omtB-QQ6UdxhiMr8kLboBabxJVa8LLabNV1benD93jX6IFPjwdPbZ7wOmwq0_j6GyT21sjyWSnxe3LmWfHPurAKOElJc5JNR0I7U9iWGuWHPvC83S1zLk-D5pMoUdW_SVBOG-llnJ3umhqKQ8Ge8jo5I92wzy9EfzpRokRfklsMIdQ6RazEO6i6jYoSEHYHtQruCtE&csui=3




 Clients who commenced/received Cabenuva from 1 June 2022 to 31 March 2024 were included in this 
retrospective audit to assess Cabenuva uptake, adherence and discontinuation 



Long-acting injectable cabotegravir + rilpivirine can be 
used as an alternative switching option for adults and 
adolescents with undetectable HIV viral load on oral ART 
and without active hepatitis B infection.(Conditional 
recommendation, moderate-certainty evidence)



Eligibility
Cost
Implementation









This includes all least-developed, low-income, lower middle-
income and Sub-Saharan African countries, as well as countries 
where ViiV does not have patent rights for cabotegravir.









Hikina
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